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sider (a qualitv. for example) without reference to a particu- 
lar example or object. 4. (ab'strakl'). To summarize. 

idiom, in the abstract. Apart from actual substance or 

experience. (ME < Lat. abstractus. p. part, of abstrahcre. to 
draw away : ab-. away + irahcre. to draw.] — ab-stract'er n. 
— ab-stract'ty adv. — abstract'ness n. 
ab-stract-ed (ab-strak'iid. ab'strak'-) adj. 1. Removed or 
separated. 2. Deep in thought: preoccupied, meditative. 
— ab-stracred-ly adv. — ab-stract'ed-r»ess n. 

Synonyms: abstracted, absorbed distraught, absent- 
minded. These adjectives apply to absence of normal aware- 
ness of one's surroundings- Abstracted implies complete and 
pleasureable mental involvement in the object of thought. 
Distraught implies menial anxiety that makes concentration 
extremely difficult. Absent-minded suggests the making of 
tribal errors because the mind is straying from the matter at 
hand. 

abstract expressionism n. A school of painting that flour- 
ished after World War II until the early 1960 s, character- 
ized by the exclusion of representational content. 

abstraction (ab-strak'shan. 3b-) n. 1. The act or process of 
removing or separating: the abstraction of metal from ore. 

2. a. The act or process of separating the inherent qualities 
or properties of something from the actual physical object 
or concept to which they belong, b. A product of this pro- 
cess; a general idea or word representing a physical concept. 

3. Preoccupation; absent-mindedness. 4. An abstract work 

of art. ^, 
ab-strac-tion-ism (ab-strak'sha-niz'am) n. The theory' and 

practice of abstract art. — ab-strac'tiorvtst n. 
ab-strac-tive (ab-strak'tiv. ab-) adj. Of or derived by ab- 
straction. 

abstract of title n. A brief history of the transfers of a piece 
of land including all claims that could be made against it. 
ab struse (ab-strobs\ sb-) adj. Difficult to understand; 
recondite. [Lat. abstrusus. hidden, p.part. of abstrudere, to 
hide : ab-, away + f ruder e, to push.) — ab strusely adv. 
— ab*atruse'ness n. 
ab-surd <*b-surd\ -zurd') adj. t. Ridiculously incongruous 
or unreasonable. 2. Of. pertaining to. or manifesting the 
view that there is no order or value in human life or in the 
universe: meaningless. 3. Of or relating to absurdism or the 
absurd. — n. 1-The quality or condition of existing m a 
meaningless and irrational universe in which an individual's 
life has no meaning or purpose. 2. The literary genre that 
deals with the theme of an absurd universe. [Fr. absurde < 
Lat. absurdus.) — ab-aurd'i-ty (surMi-te, -zur'-). ab surd'- 
ness n. — ab-surd'ry adv. 
absurd theater n. Theater of the absurd, 
a-bu-li-a also a-bou-li-a (s-boo'le-3. »-byoo'-) n. Loss or im- 
pairment of the ability to decide or act independently 
{NLat. < Gk. aboulia, indecision : a-, without + bouie, wiH.J 
— a-tjullc <-lik) adj. 
a-bun-dance (3-bun'd3ns) n. 1. A great or plentiful amount. 
2 Fullness to overflowing: "My thoughts . . . are from the 
abundance of my heart" (De Quincey). 3. Affluence; wealth. 
a-bun*dant (a-bOn'dsnt) adj. 1. In plentiful supply, ample^ 
2 Abounding with; rich: a region abundant in wildlife. [ME 
aboundant < OFr. abondant < Lat. abundans, p.part. of 
abundare, to overflow, —see abound.] — abundantly ady. 
a-buse (3-byooz') tr.v. a bused, a-bus-ing. a-bus-es. 1 . a. To 
use wronglv or improperly; misuse, b. Obs. To trick or de- 
ceive. 2. To hurt or injure by maltreatment. 3. To assail 
with contemptuous, coarse, or insulting words: revile. — n. 
(3-byoosO- 1 • Improper use or handling; misuse. 2. A cor- 
rupt practice or custom. 3. Physical maltreatment. 4. Insult- 
ing or coarse language. [ME abusen < OFr. abuser < abus, 
improper use < Lat. abusus, a using up. p.part. of abutt, to 
use up : ab-, away + ufi. to use.] — a-bus'er n. 

Synonyms: abuse, misuse, mistreat, ill-treat, maltreat. 
These verbs mean to treat a person or thing wrongfully or 
harmfully. Abuse applies to wrongful or unreasonable treat- 
ment by deed or word. Misuse stresses incorrect or un- 
knowledgeable handling; it implies but does not emphasize 
harm Mistreat, ill-treat, and maltreat all have the sense of 
inflicting injury, usually physical and often with intent to do 
harm. Mistreat mav imply only negligence or lack of knowl- 
edge on the offender's part, but more often refers to harm 
inflicted deliberately. Ill-treat more specifically applies to 
harmful treatment of persons or animals. Maltreat implies 
rough handling. . , 

a-bu-slve (s-byob'siv, -zlv) adj. 1. Of, pertaining to, or char- 
acterized by abuse. 2. Wrongly or incorrectty used or 
treated. 3. Serving to abuse; insulting. — a-bu'sive-ty adv 
a-but (3-buf) v. a-but-ted, a but ting, a buts, —intr. To touch 
at one end or side of something: lie adjacent. — tr. To bor- 
der upon; be next to. [ME abutten < OFr. abouter, to border 
on : a-, to + bout, end.] —a -but ter n. 
a-buti-lon (s-byobt'l-on') n. Any of various shrubs or plants 
of the genus Abutilon, esp. the flowering maple. [NLat. Abu- 
tilon, genus name < Ar. aubu(Uun.\ 
a-but-ment (a-but'mant) n. t.The act or process of abut- 
ting 2. a. Something that abuts, b. The point of contact of 
two abutting objects or parts. 3. a. That part of a structure 
that bears the weight or pressure of an arch. b. A structure 
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that supports the end of a bridge, c. A structure that an- 
chors the cables of a suspension bridge. 

a-but*tats O-but'lz) pin. The parts of a piece of land that 
abut against other property: boundaries. 

a-buzz (P-buz') adj. 1 . Filled with a buzzing sound. 2. Filled 
or occupied with activity or talk. 

ab-volt (ab'voll ) n. A cemimeter-gram-second electromag- 
netic unit of potential difference, equal to the potential dif- 
ference between two points such that one erg of work must 
be performed to move a one-abcoulomb charge from one of 
the points to the other. It is equal to one hundred-millionth 
( 1 0-8) of a volt. 

a-bysm (s-biz'am) n. An abyss. [ME abtme < OFr. < LLat. 
ahvssus. — see ABYSS.] 

a-bys-mal (a-biz'msl) adj. 1. Unfathomable: extreme. 2. Of 
or resembling an abyss. — a-bys'mal-ly adv. 

a-byss (»-bis r ) n. 1. a. The primeval chaos, b. The bottom- 
less pit: hell. 2. An unfathomable chasm: a yawning gulf. 
3. An immeasurably profound depth or void: the vast 
abvsses of space and time. [LLat. abyssus < Gk. abussos. bot- 
tomless : a-, without -s- bussos, bottom.) 

a-bys-sal (a-bis'pl) adj. 1. Abysmal. 2. Of or pertaining to 
the great depths of the oceans. 

Ab-ys-sin«i-an cat <ab'i-si~n'e-;?n) n. A short-haired cat of a 
breed developed from Near Eastern stocks, having a 
reddish-brown coat tipped with small black markings. [Af- 
ter Abyssinia, former name for Ethiopia.] 

Ac The symbol for the element actinium. 

ac- pref. Variant of ad- (sense 1). Used before c. k. and q. 

-ac suff. Used to form adjectives from nouns: ammoniac. 
[NLat. ' acus. adj. suffix < Gk. -akos] 

a-ca-cia (a-ka'shs) n. 1. Any of various chiefly tropica! trees 
of the genus Acacia, having compound leaves and tight clus- 
ters of small yellow or white flowers. 2. Gum arabic. [Lat. < 
Gk. akakia.] 

ac-a-deme (ak'^-dem') n. t.The scholastic world or envi- 
ronment. 2. A scholar, teacher, or pedant. 3. A college or 
university. 4. Academic life. (< Lai. Academia, the Acad- 
emv.j 

ac-a-de-mi-a (ak'a-de'me-a) n. The academic world: aca- 
deme. [NLat. < Lat. Academia. the Academy.] 

ac-a-dem-ic (ak's-dem'fk) adj. 1 . Of. pertaining to. or char- 
acteristic of a school. 2. Relating to studies that are liberal 
or classical rather than technical or vocational. 3. Pertain- 
ing or belonging to a scholarly organization. 4. Scholarly to 
the point of being unaware of the outside world. 5. Based 
on formal education. 6. Formalistic or conventional. 
7. Theoretical or speculative without a practical purpose or 
intention. 8. Without purpose or use because of being be- 
yond the point of implementation, —n. A student or 
teacher. — ac'a-dem'i-caHy adv. 

academic freedom n. Liberty to pursue and teach relevant 
knowledge and to discuss it freely without restriction from 
school or public officials or from other sources of influence. 

ac-a-de-mi-cian (ak'a-da-mish'^n. a-kad'^-) n. A member of 
an an. literary, or scientific academy or society. 

ac-a-denvi-cism (ak s-demTsiz'sm) also a-cad*e-mism 
(^-kad'a-mlz'sm) n. Traditional formalism, esp. when re- 
flected in art. 

a-cad e-my (a-kad'a-me) n.. pi. -mies. 1 . A school for special 
instruction. 2. A secondary or col lege- preparatory school, 
esp. a private one. 3. An association of scholars. 4. Acad- 
emy A specified society of scholars or artists. 5. Academy, 
a. Platonism. b. The disciples of Plato. [Lat. Academia < 
Gk. Akademia. the school where Plato taught ] 

A-cadi-an (a-ka'de-an) n. 1. One of the early French settlers 
of Acadia or their descendants. 2. A dialect of French spo- 
ken bv the Acadians. — A-ca'di-an adj. 

a-ca-jou (a-kp-zhdo') n. Mahogany, esp. when used for mak- 
ing furniture. {Fr.. cashew < Port, caju.) 

acantbo- or acanth- pref Thorn: acanthoid. [< Gk. akan- 
thos. thorn plant < akantha. thorn.] 

a can-tho-ceph-a-lan (a-kan'tha-sef'a-Un) also a can-tho- 
cepb-alid (-lid) n. Any of various parasitic worms of the 
phylum Acamhocephala. having a proboscis armed with 
hooked spines. [< NLat. Acanthocephala, phylum name : 
acantho- + Gk. kephale, head.] 

a-can-thoid (a-kan'thoid) adj. Resembling a thorn or spine. 

ac-an-thop-ter-yg-i-an (ak'an-thop'ta-rij'e-an) n. A fish ol 
the superorder Acanthopterygii, which includes fishes hav- 
ing spiny fins, such as bass, perch, and mackerel. [< NLat 
Acanthopten : gii, superorder name : acantho- + Gk. pteru 
gion. dim. of pterus. wing < pteron. feather ] — ac an-thop 
ter-yg'i-an adj. 

a-can-thus (?-kan'thas) pi. -thus-es or -tbi (-thT). 1. An} 
of various plants of the genus Acanthus, native to the Medi- 
terranean region, having large, segmented, thistlelike leaves 
2.Archif. An ornament patterned after the leaves of M 
acanthus, used esp. on capitals of Corinthian column^ 
[NLat. Acanthus, genus name < Gk. akanthos, thorn plant 
akantha, thorn.] , -. 

a-cap-ni-a (a-kap'ne-») n. The absence of carbon dioxide im 
the blood and tissues. [NLat. < Lat. acapnos. without smO^ 
(which contains carbon dioxide) < Gk. akapnos : a-, not - 
kapnos. 5 moke.] 
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afeard J affluence 

or to a distance: far away: saw it afar off. [ME afer < on fer. 
far and of fer, from afar < OE feor. far ] 
a-feard also a-feared (a-fird') adj. Regional & Archaic. 
A/raid; frightened. (ME afered < OE afderea\ p. pari, of dfa?- 
ran. to frighten : a- (intensive) 4- fa-ran, to frighten < fcer. 
fear.) 

a-fe-brile (a-fe'bral. a-feb'ral) adj. Having no fever. 

af*fa-ble (af*3-bal) adj. 1. Easy to speak 10: amiable. 
2. Mild; gentle: benign. fOFr. < Lat. affabihs < off an, to 
Speak to : ad-, to + fan. to speak.) — affa-bin-ty n. — affa- 
bly ad\: 

af-fair (a-farO n. 1. Something done or to be done: business. 
2. affairs. Transactions and other business matters: a man 
of affairs. 3. a. An occurrence, event, or matter, b. An ob- 
ject or contrivance: a fir si car thai was a ramshackle affair. 
c. affairs. Personal effects. 4. A private matter; personal 
concern. 5. A matter causing scandal and controversy: the 
Dreyfus affair. 6. A love affair, esp. a brief one: liaison' (ME 
afere < OFr. afaire < a faire, to do.] 
af-fect 1 (a-fekO tr.v. -fect-ed, -fect-lmj. -fects. 1. To have an 
influence on; bring about a change in. 2. To touch or move 
the emotions of. 3. To attack or infect, as a disease. — n. 
(af'ekt'). 1. Psychol, a. A feeling or emotion as distinguished 
from cognition, thought, or action, b. A strong feeling hav- 
ing active consequences. 2. Obs. A disposition, feeling, or 
tendency. (Lat. afficere, affect- : ad-, to + facere. to do.) 
— arfect'leis adj. 

Synonyms: affect, influence, impress, touch, move, 
strike. These verbs can all mean to produce a mental or 
emotional effect. To affect is to change a person s emotions 
in some usually specified way. Influence implies a degree of 
control over the thinking and actions, as well as the emo- 
tions, of another. To impress is to produce a marked, usually 
favorable, effect on the mind. Touch usually means to 
arouse a brief sense of pathos, whereas move suggests pro- 
found emotional effect capable of inciting action. Strike im- 
plies instantaneous mental response to a stimulus such as a 
sight or an idea. 

Ussge: Affect' and effect have no senses in common. 
As a verb, affect' is most commonly used in the sense of "to 
influence" (how smoking affects health). Effect means "to 
bring about or execute": layoffs designed to effect savings. 
aMect* (a-fekt') tr.v. -fect-ed, -fect-lng. -fects. 1. To simulate 
or imitate in order to make some desired impression: as- 
sume; feign. 2. a. To display a preference for. b. Archaic. 
To fancy; love. c. To tend to by nature; tend to assume: 
affect crystalline form. 3. To imitate; copy: "Spenser, in af- 
fecting the ancients, writ no language" (Jonson). [ME affecten 
< Lat. affectare, to strive after, freq. of afficere. to affect, 
influence.) — af-fecfer n. 
af*tec-ta-tion (afek-ta'shan) n. 1. A show, pretense, or dis- 
play. 2. An artificial behavior or mannerism adopted to im- 
press others; affectedness. [Lat. affectatio < affectare. to 
strive after. — see affect*.) 

Synonyms: affectation, pose, air (and airs), mannerism. 
These nouns refer largely to personal attributes acquired as 
adornments to human character. An affectation is a little 
habit of speech or dress that the wearer has borrowed from 
his ideal, hoping to pass it off as genuinely his own. Pose 
denotes an attitude adopted with the aim of calling favor- 
able attention to oneself. Air, meaning a distinctive but in- 
tangible quality, does not usually imply sham: air of 
authority: air of a professor. In the plural, however, it sug- 
gests affectation and snobbishness: put on airs. Mannerism 
denotes a peculiar trait or quirk that others find obtrusive 
and distracting, 
af-fect-ed* (a-fek'ti"d) adj. 1. Acted upon, influenced, or 
changed. 2. Emotionally stirred or moved. 3. Infected or at- 
tacked, as by disease, 
af-fect-ed* (a-fek'tid) adj. 1. Assumed or simulated to im- 
press others. 2. Speaking or behaving in an artificial way to 
make a particular impression. 3. Disposed or inclined. — af- 
fect* ed'fy adv. — aMocfed-new n. 
af*fect-lng« (s-fek'ling) adj. Evoking a usually strong emo- 
tional response; moving: an affecting spectacle. — af-fect'- 
Ing-ly adv. 

af-tect-lng* (a-fek'ting) adj. Obs. 1. Displaying love. 
2. Feigning or pretending: *7 never heard such a drawling, 
affecting rogue" (Shakespeare), 
af-fectlon (a-f£k'shan) a. 1. A fond or tender feeling toward 
another. 2. Often affections. Feeling or emotion: an unbal- 
anced state of affections. 3. Any pathological condition of 
the mind or body. 4. The act of influencing, affecting, or 
acting upon. S. The state of being influenced or acted upon. 
6. An attribute. 7. Mental disposition or tendency. [ME af- 
feccioun < OFr. affection < Lat. qffectio < afficere. to affect, 
influence.) — at-fec'Uon-al adj. — of-fec'tlon-aMy adv. 
af-tec*tlon-ate (a-fek'shs-nit) adj. 1. Having or showing 
fond feelings or affection; loving: tender. 2. Obs. Strongly 
or favorably disposed. — af-fec'tlon-ate-ty adv. — af-fec'tion- 
ate-ness n. 

aMec-tive (a-fek'tiV) adj. 1. Psychol. Pertaining to or result- 
ing from emotions or feelings rather than from thought. 
2. Pertaining to or arousing affection or emotion; emo- 
tional. 

af-fen-pln-scher (af'an-pin char) n. Any of a breed of small 
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dogs of European origin, having dark. wirv. shaggy hair and 
a tufted muzzle. (G. Affe. monkey - Ptn'scher. terrier.) 

af-fer-ent (af'ar-ant) adj. Directed' toward a central organ or 
section, as nerves that conduct impulses from the peripherv 
of the body inward to the spinal cord. |Lat. afferens. affer- 
ent-, pr.part. of afferre. to bring toward : ad-, toward 4- 

ferre. to bring ] 

af-fi-ance (a-ff'ans) tr.v. -anc«}. -anc-ir>g. -aoc-es. To bind 
in a pledge of marriage; beiroth. [OFr. afiancer < offer, to 
trust to < Med. Lat. affidare : Lat. ad-, to + Lat. fidus 
faithful.) 

affiant (a-frant) n. Law. One who makes an affidavit. [OFr 
pr.part. of offer, to trust to. —see affiance.) 

af-fi-da-vit (af'i-da'vit) n. Law. A written declaration made 
under oaih before a notary public or other authorized offi- 
cer. [Med. Lat. affidavit,' he has pledged < affidare. to 
pledge. — see affiance.) 

af-fil-iate (3-fTTe-at') v. -at-ed. -afing. -ates. — tr. 1 . To 
adopt or accept as a subordinate associate. 2. To associate 
(oneself) as a subordinate, subsidiary, or member with. 
3. To admit as one's own child; adopt. 4. Law. a. To deter- 
mine the paternity of (an illegitimate child), b. To refer an 
illegitimate child to (its father). — intr. To associate or con- 
nect oneself: a group that decided to affiliate. — n. A person 
or organization associated with another in subordinate rela- 
tionship. [Med. Lat. qffiliare. affiliai-. 10 adopt : ad-, to + 

fili us. son ] — af fil'i-a'tion n. 

af-fine (a-fTn') adj. 1,Of or pertaining to a mathematical 
transformation of coordinates that is equivalent lo a trans- 
lation, contraction, or expansion with respect to a fixed ori- 
gin and fixed coordinate system. 2. Of or pertaining to the 
geometry of affine transformations. [OFr. q/fin, closely re- 
lated. — see AFFINED.) 

affined (a-find') adj. Archaic. 1. Joined by kinship or affin- 
ity. 2. Beholden; bound. [Fr. affine < OFr. affirm closely 
related < Lat. affinis, related by marriage : ad-, to + finis. 
boundary.) 

af-fin-i-ty (a-flnl-ie) n.. pi. -ties. 1. A natural personal attrac- 
tion. 2. Relationship by marriage. 3. An inherent similarity 
between things. 4. A relationship or resemblance between 
biological species that implies a common origin. 5. A 
chemical attraction or force that causes the atoms of certain 
elements to combine with atoms of another element and 
remain in the combined state. [ME affmite < OFr. afiniie < j 
Lai. affmitas < affinis. related by marriage. — see affined.) 

Usage: Affinity may be followed by of, between, or : 
with. Thus, affinity of persons, between two persons, or with 
another person. In technical writing, affinity (meaning "a 
chemical or physical attraction") is followed bs for- a dye 
with an affinity for synthetic fabrics. In general usage affinity 
retains some sense of a mutual relationship, and therefore 
its use with for is less widely accepted. A majority of the 
Usage Panel accept this example. Even in school he showed 
an affinity for politics. But a large majority reject this exam- 
ple: Her affinity for living in California led her to reject a 
chance to return to New York. 
af-firm (a-furm') v. -firmed, -firm ing, -firms. — tr. 1 . To de- 
clare positively or firmly; maintain to be true. 2. To ratify 
or confirm. — mtr. Law. To declare solemnly and formally 
but not under oath. [ME affermen < OFr. afermer < Lat. 
affirmare : ad-, to + firmare. to strengthen < firmus. 
Strong.) — af-firm'a-ble adj. — af-firm'a-bly adv. — af-nVmant 
adj. & n. — af'fir-ma'tion (af'sr-ma'shan) n. — af-firm'er n. 
af-fir-ma-tive (a-fur'ma-tiv) adj. 1. Affirming or asserting 
that something is true or factual. 2. Logic. Denoting a 
proposition in which the predicate states something about 
the subject to be true, as apples have seeds. — n. 1. An af- 
firmative word or phrase. 2. The side in a debate that up- 
holds a proposition. — af-f'r'ma-tive-ly adv. 

Usage: The expressions in the affirmative and in the 
negative, as in she answered in the affirmative, are generally 
regarded as pompous. She answered yes would be more ac- 
ceptable even at the most formal levels of style, 
affirmative action n. Action taken to provide equal oppor- 
tunity, as in admissions or employment, for minority groups 
and women. 

at'fix (3-fTks') tr.v. -fixed, -fixing, -tfx-es. I.To secure (an 
object) 10 another; attach: affix a label to a package. 2. To 
impute; attribute: affix blame to him. 3. To place at the end: 
append: affix a postscript, —n. (afiks). 1. Something that is 
attached, joined, or added. 2. A word element, such as a 
prefix or suffix, that can only occur attached to a base, 
stem, or root. (Med. Lat. afftare. freq. of Lat. afftgere : ad-. 
to ■+ figere, to fasten.) — af-ffx'a-bte adj. — af-fix'er n. 

af-fia-tus (a-fla'tas) n. A creative impulse; inspiration. [Lat.. 
p. part, of afflare. to breathe on : ad-, toward + flare, to 
blow.] 

af-flict (3-nrkf) tr.v. -fitct-ed. -flict-ing, -fticts. To inflict 
physical or mental suffering upon; cause grievous distress 
to: "77ie second pain which will afflict the souls of the damned \ 
in hell is the pain of conscience" (Joyce). [ME afflighten < j 
Lat. affligere. to cast down : ad-, to + fligere. to strike.) j 
— af-fllct'er n. — aMHc'tlve adj. — af-fllc'tlve-ty adv. 

af-flic-tion (s-flik'shpn) n. 1. A condition of pain, suffering, 
or distress. 2. Aj:ause of pain, suffering, or distress. 

af-tlu-ence (af'loo-ans) n. 1. A plentiful supply of material 
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an afflux t 
ere. to flo* 
af-ford (a-f 
have the fi 
2. To be a 

lunch. 3. T 
incurring I 
afford to b 
exercise. \l 
rdian, to ft 
al-for-est (.- 
convert (or 
to + fores 
i-sta'sh?n. ; 
af-fran-chls 
To free fro 
ties. [ME < 
franchir, to 
at-fray (a-fr; 
-fray -log, -ft 
esfreer, to d 
af-fri-cate (i 
breath strea 
articulation, 
judge. (Lat. 
fricare, to n. 
af*fric-a-tlve 
an affricate. 
aMright (a- 
-frtghts. To i 
of terror. 3, 
afyrhtan.) — 
af front (a-fri 
suit intentioi 
antly; confr. 
slight, or in 
afrounten < < 
af-fu-sion (a-; 
tism. (LLat. 
fundere. to p< 
Af-ghan <af$ 
2. Pashto. 3. 
cheied in coI« 
— adj. Of or 
language. (Pa 
Afghan noun 
having long, 
ears. 

af-gban-J (af-g 

a-fl«cio-na-do 
An enthusiast 
p part. of afici 
Lat. qffectio, z 

a-fletd (a-feid* 
2. Away from 
a field. 

a-flre (a-fV) ax 
teres ted and ir 
a-tlame (a-flaxt 
excited and im 
a-float (a-fldt') 
away from the 
4. Awash; floo 
ance. 6. Free < 
couldn't keep tf 
a-flut-ter (a-flui 
a-toot fa-foot') 
process of bein 
a-fore (a-fdr'. a- 
< OE onforan : 
a-fore-men-tlor 
tioned previous 
a-f ore-said (a-f< 
a-fore-th ought i 
beforehand; pre 
a-fore-tlme (a-fc 
or past time; pr 
a for-tl-o-rl (a f< 
reason; all the i 
greater logical n 
a-toul of (a foul' 
entanglement, oi 
become entangle 
a -trald <a-frad') a 
*ot afraid of wo. 
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went (kong'grob-ant. kan-groo'-) adj. 1. Correspond 
mgruous. 2. Math. a. Coinciding exactly when supt r . 
?d: congruent triangles, b. Having a dij ferine* 
>le by a modulus: congruent numbers. |ME < Lat, rwt. 
, pr.part. of congruere. to agree.] — con'gru-ent-jy ^ 
u-i-ty (k?n-grob'i-te. kon-) />/. -ties. 1. The quair... 
t of being congruous. 2. The quality or fact of beiri 
.lent. 3. A point of agreement. 

u-ous (k6ng'grob-3s) adj. 1 . Corresponding in char 
or kind; appropriate; harmonious. 2. Math. Congr-j. 
„at. congruus < congruere, to agree.) — con'gru-ou&iy 
— con'gru-ous-ness n. 

(konTk) also con-i-cal (-i-ks!) adj. 1 . Shaped iik- 3 

2. Of or pertaining to a cone. — n. Math. A conic 
n. [NLat. conicus < Gk. konikos < konos, cone.) 

projection or conical projection n. A method of 
:ting pictures of parts of the earth's spherical surfac< 
surrounding cone, which is then flattened to a p(ai* 
:e having concentric circles as parallels of latitude and 
:ing lines from the apex as meridians. 

section n. One of a group of plane curves, including 
ircle. ellipse, hyperbola, and parabola, generated by 
. intersection of a right circular cone and a plant 
e plane locus of a point that moves so that the ratio of 
stance to a fixed point to its distance from a fixed lin? 
positive constant, c. A graph of the general quadratic 
ion in two variables. 

J-i-o-phore (ks-nld'e-s-for', -for') n. A specialized hv. 
filament in fungi, bearing conidia. [conidi(imi , 
RE.} — co-nid'l-o-phor'ous adj. 

i-i-um (ka-nid'e-am) n., pi -i-a (-fe-p). An asexual fun- 
ipore, usually produced on a specialized sportfphore. 
it. < Gk. konis, dust.) — co-nid'ial (-3l) adj. 
■fer (kon's-far. k6'na-)n. Any of various predominancy 
;reen cone-bearing trees, such as a pine, spruce, hem- 

or fir. (< NLat. Coniferae. family name < Lat. amifti. 
-bearing : con us, cone (< Gk. konos) + fer re, to bear] 
-nif'er-ous (ko-nif'sr-as. ka-) adj. 
-ine (ko'ne-en ) also co-nin (ko'ntn) or co-nine (nerO 

poisonous, colorless liquid alkaloid. CgHpN. obtained 
i the poison hemlock and formerly used in the treat- 
t of spasmodic disorders. [G. Koniin < LLat. conium. 
um.j 

-o-sis (kd'ne-d'sis) n. A pathological condition caused 
ust inhalation. [< Gk. konia. dust + -OSts.] 
mm (ko'ne-sm) n. Any of several poisonous plants d 
»enus Conium, including the poison hemlock. [LLat. »- 
t. hemlock < Gk. koneion.) 

rza-tion (ko'nl-za'shan, kon'I) n. Med. The diagnosis 
sion of a cone of tissue. 

jec-tur-al (ksn-jek'char-sl) adj. 1. Based on or invoKm* 
ecture 2. Inclined to conjecture. — con«jec'tur-aHy aik. 
jec-ture (kan-jek'chsr) n. 1. Inference based on incoo- 
ive or incomplete evidence. 2. A statement, opinion. a 
zlusion based on inference. — v. -tured, -tuHng, -turn 
. To infer from inconclusive evidence; guess, —imr. T« 
:e a conjecture. (ME < Lat. conjectura < conicere. to infer 
m-, together + jacere, to throw.] — con-jec'tur-a-ble (4 
on-jec'tur-a-bly adv. — con-jec'tur-er n. 
Synonyms: conjecture, surmise, guess, speculate, p* 
'.e. infer. These verbs mean to reach a conclusion or judf 
it. Conjecture implies that a conclusion is based <J 
5mplcte evidence. Surmise suggests a conclusion readied 
intuition or by interpretation of slender evidence. Owfl 
brmal usage, implies a haphazard attempt to a ™* a * 
/e a problem and suggests substantial grounds for don* 
ormally the term implies a tentative conclusion reacW 
he absence of alternatives: / guess I'll go to the mo?* 
rcufate implies an orderly process of reasoning based « 
onclusive evidence, and is often interchangeable «i* 
jecture. Presume and infer apply to conclusions abc* 
ich less doubt is implied. Presume involves taking *a» 
sion for granted. In careful usage it is limited to ww» 
isidered worthy of trust; thus the term implies assun? 
n based on experience or knowledge. Infer invor» 
ching a conclusion by reasoning from evidence aw* 
ich no doubt is necessarily suggested. 
rjoin (kan-join") tr. & intr.v. -joined, -join-ing. -J 01 "*/ 
n or become joined together; unite. (ME conjoincn < " 
xjoindre < Lat. conjungere : com-, together + jun$ert. 
n.J — con-Join er n. _j t tf 

i-jolnt (kan-joint') adj. 1. Joined together; united, i- 
rtaining to, consisting of, or carried on by two or ■ 
ned or associated persons or things. [ME < OFr.. p-P" 
conjoindre, to conjoin.} — con- jointly adv. . 
i-ju-gal (kon'ja-gal, kan-job'-) adj. Of or pertaining 
image or the marital relationship. [Lat. conjugal ^ 
xx. spouse < conjungere, to join in marriage, —see 
IN ] — con Ju-ga!'i-ty (-gall-te) n. — con'ju-gaf-ty 
vju-gant (kon'ja-g;mi) n. Either of a pair of oX &7^ 
Us, or gametes undergoing conjugation. [< Lat. con ^^. 
njugant-. pr.part. of conjugare, to unite. — see 

rvju-gate (kon'js-gaY) v. -gat ed, -gat-ing. -S a,e * i(jp 
Gram. To give the various inflected forms of ( a * 
verb). 2. To join together. — intr. 1. Biol. To undergo 
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jugation. 2. Gram. To give the various inflected forms of a 
Vord. esp. a verb. — adj. (-git, -gat')- 1 - Joined together, esp. 
in a pair or pairs; coupled. 2. Math. & Physics. Inversely or 
oppositely related with respect to one of a group of other- 
wise identical properties, esp. designating either or both of a 
pair of complex numbers differing only in the sign of the 
imaginary term. 3. Gram. Of or pertaining to words having 
the same derivation and usually a related meaning. — n. 
(-git, -g at ')- 1- Oram. One of two or more conjugate words. 
2. Math. & Physics. Either of a pair of conjugate quantities. 
[< ME conjugal, joined < Lat. conjugatus, p.part. of conju- 
gare, to join together : com-, together + jugare, to join < 
jugum, yoke.] — con'Ju-gate'ly adv. — con'ju-ga tive adj. 
— con'Ju-ga'tor n. 

conjugated protein n. A compound of a protein with a 
nonprotein. 

con-ju-ga*ti° n (k6n'js-ga'sh»n) n. 1. a. The act of conjugat- 
ing, b. The state of being conjugated. 2. Gram. a. The in- 
flection of a particular verb. b. A presentation of the 
complete set of inflected forms of a verb. c. A class of verbs 
having similar inflected forms. 3. a. A process of sexual 
reproduction in which cilia te protozoans of the same species 
temporarily couple and exchange genetic material, b. Chro- 
mosome pairing in the first meiotic division, c. The fusion 
of gamete nuclei; karyogamy. d. The union of sex cells; syn- 
garny. — con'Ju-ga'tlon-al adj. — con'Ju-ga'tlon-aMy adv. 
conjugation tube n. A slender protoplasmic tube in some 
algae through which gametes may move to sexually unite 
with other gametes, 

conjunct (kan-jungkt', kon'jungkf) adj. 1. Joined together; 
united. 2. Designating adjacent successive tones of the mu- 
sical scale. [ME < Lat. conjunctus. p.part. of conjungere, to 
join together. — see CONJOIN.] — eon-junct'ly adv. 
con-junc-tion (kan-jungje'shan) n. 1 . a. The act of joining, 
b. The state of being joined. 2. A simultaneous occurrence 
in space or time; concurrence. 3. Gram. In some languages, 
one of the parts of speech comprising words such as, in 
English, and, but, because, and as. that connect other words, 
phrases, clauses, or sentences. 4, Astron. The position of two 
celestial bodies on the celestial sphere when they have the 
same celestial longitude. — con-junc'tion-al adj. — con- 
jur»c / tton-al*ty adv. 

con-|unc-tt-va (kon'jungk-trva) n. w pi -vas or -vae (-vg). The 
mucous membrane that lines the inner surface of the eyelid 
and the exposed surface of the eyeball. [ME < Med. Lat. 
(membrana) conjunctiva, connective (membrane) < LLat. 
confunctivus, connective. — see conjunctive.] — conjunc- 
tival (-val) adj. 

con*Junc-tive (kan-jungk'trv) adj. 1 . Joining; connective. 

2. Joined together; combined. 3. Gram. a. Of or used as a 
conjunction, b. Serving to connect elements of meaning and 
construction in a sentence, as and and moreover. — n. Gram. 
A connective word, esp. a conjunction. [LLat. conjunctive < 
Lat. conjunctus, p.part. of conjungere, to join together. — see 
CONJOIN.) — oon-Junc'Uve-ty adv. 

con-junc-ti-vi-tis (kpn-jungk't»-vrtis) n. Pathol. Inflamma- 
tion of the conjunctiva. 

con-junc-ture (kan-jungk'clm) n. 1 . A combination of cir- 
cumstances. 2. A critical set of circumstances; crisis. 

con-Ju-ra-Uon (konjVra'sh^n) n. 1 . a. The act of conjuring, 
b. A magic spell or incantation. 2. Magic; legerdemain. 

3. A solemn appeal or invocation. 

eon-jure (kdn'jar, ksn-jdbrO v. -Jured, -Jur-lng. -jures. — tr. 

1. To call upon or entreat solemnly, esp. by an oath. 

2. a. To summon (a devil or spirit) by oath, incantation, or 
magic spell, b. To cause or effect by or as if by magic, c. To 
call to mind; evoke: a fragrance that conjures up images of 
the Old South. — intr. I.To practice magic, esp. legerde- 
raaui. 2. To summon a devil by oath, incantation, or magic 
spell. 3. Obs. To conspire. [ME conjuren < OFr. conjurer < 
Lat. conjurare, to swear together : com , together + jurare. 
to swear.] * J 

<»n.Jur-er also con-jur-or (kon'jar-ar, kun'-) n. One who 
pracuces magic or legerdemain. 

«>nki (kongk) Slang, n. 1. The head. 2. The nose. 3. A blow, 
p - on th c head. —v. conked. conk-tn 9 . conks. — tr. To hit, 
«p. on the head. — imr. 1. To fail suddenly: The engine 
nwc f tf out. 2. To fall asleep instantly: conked out early. 

eo L» /t nt; pass ouL tOrig. unknown.] 
«sd f t ngk ) * A hard . shelflike fruiting body of a fungus, 
t.L ? , Sonera Polyporus and Fames, found growing on 

conk!7t tPerh - aJteration of conch.] 
ened ^ A hair style ™ which thc hair is straight- 
co., usually by a chemical process. — tr.v. conked, conk- 

iShoJ t\ p slrai 8h tcn (fcrucy hair) usually by a chemical 
straiok." '. Pcrb - alteration of congolene, a substance for 
"^ghterung hair.l 

co""!?" n - SI «»g A confidence man. 
Sn „S n )/ * n - Variant Of cona 

scmSnr^ 6 "' 51 ''^ 6 -" 50 1 - Part of or exi sting in 

isiine t ^mcthing from birth; inborn; innate. 2. Coex- 


■»«lttsinr,o " . "6 mourn, 

3. Biol c a ^ soc,atcd m birth or origin; cognate; related, 
gans f ,rf n S eru tally or firmly united, as like parts or or- 
Lat el J X \ c ° n n atus, p.part. of connasci, to be born with : 


~ -cq^!T": Uith + Lat- nasci. to be born.] 


'nate'ly ad\\ 
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con-nat-u-ral (ks-nach'^l. ko ) adj. 1. Innate; inborn. 
2 Related or similar in nature, cognate. [Med. Lat. connatu- 
ralis : Lat. com-, together Lat. naturalis. by birth —see 
natural.] — con-nafu-ral'i -ty (-^-raH-te) n. — con nafu-ral- 
ly adv. — con nat'u-ral-ness n. 
COn-nect (k3-nekt') v -nect-ed. -nect-ing. -nects — tr 1 To 
join or fasten together; link; unite. 2. To associate or con- 
sider as related: no reason to connect the two events. 3. To 
join to a communications circuit. — intr. I.To become 
joined or united: two streams connecting to form a river 
2. Informal. In sports such as baseball, to hit or malce con- 
tact with the ball: The batter connected for a home run. (ME 
connecten < Lat. conectere : com-, together + nectere to 
bind ] — connect-ed ty ( nek'tid-Ie) adv. — con nect' l-ble 
con-necTa-ble adj. — con-nec'tor. con-necfer n. 
connecting rod n. A rod Unking rotating parts of a machine 
in reciprocating motion connecting the crankshaft of an au- 
tomobile to a piston, 
con-nec-tion (ka-nek'shpn) n. 1. a. The act of connecting, 
b. The state of being connected. 2. Something that con- 
nects; link: a weak connection in the circuit. 3, An associ- 
ation or relationship: no connection between the two crimes. 
4 The logical ordering of words or ideas: coherence. 5. The 
relation or association of a word or idea to the surrounding 
text; context: In this connection let me say this. 6. A person 
wuh whom one is associated, as by kinship, interests in 
common, or marriage: used his connections to land a Job. 
7. a. The meeting of various means of transportation for the 
transfer of passengers, b. A line of communication between 
two points in a telephone or similar wired system. 8. Slang. 
a. A narcotics dealer, b. A narcotics purchase. — con-nec'- 
tron al adj. 

con nective (ka-nek'tiv) adj. Serving or tending to connect 
—n. 1. Something that connects. 2. Gram. A word, such as a 
conjunction, that connects words, phrases, clauses, and sen- 
tences. 3. Bot. The tissue of a stamen that forms the division 
between the two lobes of an anther. — con-nec'Uve-ly adv. 
— con'nec-tiv'i-ty (kon'ek-livT-te) n. 

connective tissue n. Tissue arising chiefly from the embry- 
onic mesoderm, including mucous, fibrous, reticular, adi- 
pose, cartilage, and bone tissue, characterized by a highly 
vascular matrix structure and forming the supporting and 
connecting structures of the body. 

connect time n. Computer Sci. The elapsed time during 
which a user of a remote terminal is connected with a time- 
shanng system. 

con-nex-ion (ka-nek'shan) n. Chiefly Brit. Variant or con- 
nection. 

conning tower n. 1. The armored pilothouse of a warship. 
2. A raised, enclosed observation post in a submarine, often 
used as a means of entrance and exit. [< CON3.J 

con-nip-tion (ka-rup'shsn) n. Informal. A fit of anger or 
other violent emotion; tantrum. IOrig. unknown.] 

con-nivance also con nivence (ka-m'vans) n. 1. The act 
of conniving. 2. Law. Knowledge of and tacit consent to the 
commission of an illegal act by another. 

con-nive (kP-ruV) intr.v. -nived. -niv ing. -nives 1. To feign 
ignorance of or fail to take measures against a wrong, thus 
implying tacit encouragement or consent. 2. To cooperate 
secretly. 3. To conspire; plot. [Lat. conivere.) — con-niv'er n. 
— con-nlv'er-y n. 

con-niv-ence (ka-nl'vans) n. Variant of connivance. 

con-nt-vent (ks-nTvant) adj. Biol. Converging and touching. 
Used esp. of stamens or an insect's wings. [Lat. connivens, 
connivent-, pr.part. of conivere, to close the eyes.] 

con-nois-seur (kon 'a-surO n. A person with informed and 
astute discrimination, esp. concerning the arts or matters of 
taste. [Obs. Fr. < OFr. connoisseor < connoistre, to know < 
Lat. cognoscere, to leam. —see cognition ] — con'nois- 
seur'ship' n. 

con-no-ta-tion (kon'a-ta'shan) n. 1. Thc act or process of 
connoting. 2. a. The configuration of suggestive or associ- 
ative implications constituting the general sense of an ab- 
stract expression beyond its literal, explicit sense, b. A 
secondary meaning suggested by a word in addition to its 
literal meaning. 3. Logic. The total of the attributes consti- 
tuting the meaning of a term; intension. — con'no-ta'tive 
adj. — con'no-ta'tive-ly adv. 

con-note (ka-noO tr.v. -not-ed, -not ing, -notes. 1. To sug- 
gest or imply in addition to literal meaning: The word "Ori- 
ent" often connotes mystery. 2. To involve as a condition or 
consequence: Lying often connotes guilt. — See Usage note at 
denote. [Med. Lat. connotare. to mark along with : Lat. 
com-, with 4- Lat. not a re, to mark < nota, mark.] 

con-nu-bi-at (ks-noo'be-31, -nydb'-) adj. Of marriage or the 
married state; conjugal. [Lat. connubialis < connubium, mar- 
riage : com-, together + nubere, to marry.] — con nu bi al- 
♦sm n. — con nu'bi-al'i-ty (-all-te) n. - — con-nu'bi-aMy adv. 

co-noid (kd'noid') also co-noi-dal (ko-noid'l) adj. Shaped 
like a cone. — co noid n. 

con-quer (kong'ksr) v. -quered, -quer-ing. -quers — tr. 
1 . To defeat or subdue by force, esp. by force of arms. 2. To 
gain control over by surmounting impediments: scientists 
battling to conquer disease; a singer who conquered the oper- 
atic world. 3. To overcome or surmount by mental or moral 
force: conquered his distaste, —intr. To be victorious; win. 


Ppop/ 


* WsiJ! r0ar/ 5 Muce f sh shi P. dis " / t tight / th thin, path / th this, bathe / u cut / Or urge / v valve / w with / y yes / z zebra, size / 

n ' 3 abor -------- 


ut, item, edible, gallop, circus / ce Fr. feu, Ger. schon / u Fr. tu, Ger. iiber / kh Ger. ich. Scot, loch/ N Fr. bon. 


